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In the absence of clear Commonwcal atic climate change, the
EIANZ advocates for the incoming State gov SRRSO vide leadership to Australia and the
international community in addressing and planning for this challenge.

The EIANZ support reducing greenhouse gas and carbon emissions through policy that accounts
for the cost of emissions, that supports energy efficiency, that provides support to transition energy
intensive industries and provides planning certainty for sustainable energy and low emissions
technologies.

" While this policy statement draws on submissions by onr membership and existing policy statements to advocate for good environmental
policy, it does not purport to represent or reflect the views of all of onr members.



These mitigation steps must be supplemented with adaptation. This requires strategic, evidence
based and adaptive land use policy to protect and transition vulnerable areas (such as agricultural
and coastal communities) towards a stable climate modified future.

These strategies would also provide long-term opportunities to lower energy and insurance costs to
consumers and benefit the Victorian economy.
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Australia is home to an estimate ¢ than 5% of the world’s
plans and animals. Biodiversity loss is a roblem in Australia and globally.
Australia has experienced the largest documented decline in biodiversity of any continent over the
past 200 years, and the rate of species decline is the highest in the OECD*.

The Planning the Environment Act 1987 is the key piece of legislation that deals with planning schemes
through the Victoria Planning Provisions and planning approvals in Victoria. The purpose of the

> DTPLL 2014. “Viictoria in Future 2014: Population and household projections to 2051, www.dtpli.vic,gov.an/ victoria-in-future-2014.
? Victorian Government. 2014. “Plan Melbonrne, Metropolitan planning strategy”. htip:/ | www.planmelbourne.vic.gov.an

* Australian Burean of Statistics. 2010. “Australia’s biodiversity”. Article included as part of the Year Book 2009-10. Release number
1301.0. www.abs.gov.an
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Act is to establish a framework for planning the use, development and protection of land in Victoria
in the present and long-term interests of all Victorians.

Despite this, biodiversity has long been seen as a road block to development through the planning
system and Governments are responding through reducing ‘red and green tape’ to streamline the
regulatory process. The Melbourne Strategic Assessment and the Permitted Clearing of Native
Vegetation — Biodiversity Assessment Guidelines (the Guidelines) are examples of recent Victorian
green tape reduction and simplified planning processes.

The Melbourne Strategic Assessment was introduced by the Victoria Government as a new
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