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The work of Architectural Projects has been recognised in awards since 1984. New 
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Abstract 

The lecture is broadly based on the concept of heritage and sustainability, but 

recognises that the realisation of projects happens within a legislative framework. 

The structure of this discussion, heritage and sustainability, moves from the broad to 

the particular, from the city, to the city block, to the building, to the interior.  All of 

these aspects of our heritage are affected by their relative legislative framework.  

However, I pose the question, for the legislative framework to be effective it needs to 

support an overarching intention or vision for the place.    

Heritage legislation  

It is not co-incidental that the change in emphasis or rise of groups dedicated to the 

protection of our heritage arose in parallel to our concerns for sustainability. Heritage 

legislation is not just about heritage, old buildings and monuments, it is about the 

limitation of architecture of the 1960S Modernism to find appropriate solutions for 

interventions in historic cities and buildings and their lack of concern for reuse and 

sustainability. In many instances, indiscriminate construction based on the principals 

of modern architecture had produced catastrophic results, destroying cohesive 

urban atmospheres and well-defined architectural spaces.  

Therefore, I see the 1970 Heritage Act in the context of the position of critical urbanism 

of the 1980’s that arose out of the 1960’s debates. The City and architecture were 

perceived as two sides of a common reality; architecture could only happen in the 

city, which, in turn, could not be shaped without architecture.  

Sustainability in the context has a much broader concept than the commonly used 

environmental one. To sustain the architectural, social, historical and cultural 

associations of the original buildings a use with a good fit has been found, albeit a 

hybrid use.  

The discussion will focus on three projects   

• New Acton Canberra  

• 88 George Street, Sydney  

• Yarrangobilly Caves House (1917) 
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‘On the social side, it may be taken for

granted that the idea of adaptive re-use is now

accepted as being the only way in which

monuments and sites can be given a role in the

modern life of both the individual and the

community; this means an assessment of our

needs and of the capacity of the monument and

site to respond to them without losing any of their

historical, urban-enhancing, or cultural qualities.’

- P.Gazzola, “Back to the Agora“, The 

Conservation of Cities, Paris, UNESCO Press, 

1975, p.59
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